
Cleanup Clues
Analyzing Marine Debris Data



What is the Ocean Conservancy?
The Ocean Conservancy (OC) is a nonprofit organization that 

mobilizes citizen advocates to facilitate change and protect the 

ocean for future generations. Every year, citizens from all over the 

globe participate in the International Coastal Cleanup, 

volunteering time to collect trash from coastal areas. 

The data from the International Coastal Cleanup is analyzed and 

categorized and published in an annual report called the Ocean 
Trash Index.



Excerpt from the 

2014 Ocean Trash Index
Ocean Conservancy’s International Coastal Cleanup began in 1986 

with a handful of  volunteers collecting trash along the Texas coast. 

Twenty-eight years later, it as grown into the largest global 

volunteer effort on behalf  of  the ocean. Nearly 650,000 people 

participated in the 2013 Cleanup, with events held in 44 states and 

in more than 90 countries and locations around the globe. As the 

event has grown in popularity, several locations have begun hosting 

events year-round.

Local, state and international Coordinators are the 

backbone of  the Cleanup and have been instrumental in its growth 

and organization. Year after year, the success of  the Cleanup 

depends on their generous contributions of  time and resources –

as well as those of  their organizations – in this global effort.



Excerpt Continued

Coordinators are responsible for identifying Cleanup 

sites, mobilizing volunteers, organizing site logistics 

and materials, and engaging journalists.

And after all the trash has been collected, Coordinators 

ensure that it has been tallied on Ocean Conservancy’s 

data form so that the data are ready to be analyzed by 

our team of  scientists and marine debris experts.



Data Example



Questions
 When did the OC begin collecting data?

 What are three types of  cleanups conducted?

 Who is responsible for collecting the debris?

 Who is responsible for counting the people 

collecting the debris and organizing the cleanups?

 What does the data mean when it talks about 

“miles?”


